
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Musical Upcoming Stars in the Classics 
 
  
Your Project Title: "Classical Cabarets" 

Your Project Summary: These programs present a lively concert format, which will introduce a wide range 

of chamber music repertoire by familiar and little known composers in an intimate setting, allowing emerging 

professionals to gain performing experience in front of audiences who enjoy live performances. Musicians 

employed will be from among conservatory students and recent graduates and given paid professional 

performing opportunities. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The application clearly outlines the objectives of MUSIC and the role they serve in nurturing 

conservatory graduates. However, the narrative has a disconnect when it comes to public benefit. The 

market designated by the applicant is the individuals participating in the concert and the goal is to financially 

support those musicians. Yet, the public benefit is the education and/or concert experience of the audience. 

There was no other point where the audience of MUSIC was discussed. Therefore, it seems to me the 

public benefit needs to focus on the musicians that you serve and the benefit of participating in these events 

for them. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: MUSIC’s community is young musicians, and they’ve put together a strong application that 

shows throughout that the project meets the funding criteria. The single goal and project measures align, 

and the people involved are highly talented. The budget detail could be stronger but it’s adequate, and the 

cultural vibrancy is strong and compelling. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application does provide evidence that the funding criteria are met. I really admire the 

specific mission of this organization. As a classically trained musician myself, I fully understand that point 

in your study, and post-graduation, that staying active in performance is critical. The YouTube video with a 

sampling of program content was really helpful. Thank you. One thing I would have liked to have known 

more info about is the targeted community outreach that is done in Orange Hall. You state that this is an 

underserved area of the county and that free tickets are available for younger audience members. What 

are the demographics in this community? How are free tickets advertised? How are you defining 'younger 

audiences'? Are your efforts to engage them successfully through just the distribution of free tickets? 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: There is evidence of strategic community partnerships in the selection of a space that creates 

and inviting and accessible atmosphere for potential audiences. Artistic excellence is showcased in the 

cultivation of emerging artists, creating an environment of nurturing and opportunity. However, public benefit 

seems to be based on assumption and not on full-on engagement or response with attendees or even those 

who do not attend. There is no evidence of knowledge of who their community is. This application does not 

meet the funding requirements. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Classical Cabarets hires emerging artists and pays them to perform and gain experience 

performing in public. This a public benefit and a professional development opportunity. The outreach 

strategy, however, is unclear. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

